
[image: image1.jpg]wood pieces. This then serves as a beginning guide for
the comb to be built. It also allows me to transport my
top bars without incidence of the comb falling or breaking
off or melting in the heat. I can also unscrew the whole
comb and attach it to someone else’s bar of a different
size without compromising the integrity of the comb and
its contents.

I developed this method after having local beekeepers
ask for top bar starter nuclei. Being that many of them
use different styles of top bars, I first started by taking
their individual bars and trying to plug them into my top
bars or into my Langstroths which was an utter fiasco
due to the dimensional differences. I lost many queens
and bees this way and sought a better system to get top
bars established. I wanted to accommodate the diversity
and uniqueness of local requests while also preserving
and propagating my bees. I have refrained from just
shaking loose bees and adding a queen into an empty
box because I find the process stressful — not only for
me, but also for the bees.

Instead of trying to accommodate each unique top
bar measurement, I decided to standardize myself and
for the better. I can now use my top bars and then each
person can accommodate them in their own hive bodies
regardless of the dimensions. Occasionally there is the
need to cut off long comb or to trim the sides — but all
in all; I have received favorable reports from those who
have purchased top bar starter nucs from me. If one
does not want to use the recycled Pierco strip, they can
then “imitate” nature and cut the comb and reattach it
with string or floss to their own bar and allow the bees
to reattach it.

1 also keep my top bar hives with partial screen bot-
toms so as to be able to implement the Dowda method
for safe Varroa mite control. I can transport my top bars
and follow Mother Nature’s natural nectar flows such
that my bees have access to regional, pure food for their
well-being. And when deemed necessary, I can put a pail
on top for feeding or put a feeding tray inside my top bars
to prevent robbing.

While there is not a concise Top Bar Beekeeping
manual out on the market as of yet, there is ample in-
formation out there on how to manage bees in this sort
of system. I recommend Curtis Gentry’s Small Scale Bee-
keeping Manual® which was published and is still issued
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Mature combs from one of our top bar hives.
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While there is not a concise Top Bar Beekeeping
manual out on the market as of yet, there is ample
informaﬁon out there on how to manage bees in
this sort of system. | recommend Curtis Gentry's
Small Scale Beekeeping Manual (www.beekeeping.
com/articles/us/small_beekeeping/index.htm) which
was published and is still issued by the United States

Peace Crops. You can download it online for free.

by the United States Peace Corps. You can download it
online for free. =

Top Bar management is not so removed from Lang-
stroth management. In fact, it is ultimately the same ex-
cept that you shift your perspective to manage your hive
in a horizontal fashion instead of vertical. For instance,
you can still perform “reversals” when necessary- just
move your full brood combs to the back of the open comb
in a top bar system and repeat when necessary. This
corresponds directly to reversals in Langstroths whereby
you would simply switch the order vertically of your boxes
and put the empty comb on top of the full brood frames
so that the bees can work up into the empties and then
switch when the bottom becomes empty.

This fusion of Top Bars with Langstroths has allowed
both my beekeeping management and my honey bees
the ability to be housed in a myriad of designs while still
maintaining efficiency, crucial bee space, honey bee in-
tegrity, and respect for conscientious management. I do
truly believe that it is not so much what you keep your
bees in, but how you react and respond to them that is
natural or unnatural. All managed honey bee hives are
in man-made abodes. They have been cut, sawed, glued
and nailed. Even though these abodes are man-made,
they are still “natural” in that they house natural organ-
isms and allow for the dynamic and natural interchanges
with Mother Nature.

In today’s world, there is so much modern and post—
modern paraphernalia around us. We do not need to use
all the new gizmos and gadgets in order to be productive
and “wise”. But, we should be able to discern what can
add or diminish a system and wherein lies the wisdom

Dusting with powdered sugar.

29>




[image: image2.jpg]to accommodate that. There is nothing wrong with “man-
made” as long as it is retains compatibility with nature.

Whether you decide to keep bees in Top Bar hives,
Langstroth hives, or both, the key to responsible and ap-
propriate management lies in where you are physically
located, regional rules and regulations, and what you and
your community can afford. It also relies on the beekeep-
ers’ understandings and interpretations of honey bees
and their relationship to this world- for good and bad.
Whichever you choose to use — Langstroth, Top Bar or
both - standardize yourself for the benefit of your bees and
your management skills. With proper hive design, there is
less stress on the bees; a well-kept top bar hive is better
than a poorly kept Langstroth — and vice versa.

The most natural beekeeping practice that exists is
where the bee steward learns to discern hive’s status,

finest. I would also like to thank him for his continued
dialogues and commentaries with top bar beekeepers
which have enlightened and broadened my own under-
standing. You can view my slideshow of Integrative Top
Bar Hive Management at www.ziaqueenbees.com under
slide shows. Gracias y Viva las Abejas!

Melanie Kirby and Mark Spitzig operate Zia Queenbee Co. in
New Mexico and Michigan - www.ziaqueenbees.com.

'ABJ Volume 148 No.12 December 2008 P.1087-1089 Honey
Bee Biology- Home Grown Hives- Literally, Dr. Wyatt
Mangum

www.beekeeping.com/articles/us/small_beekeeping/
index.htm

needs and responsibilities and accommodate them with- Bees

out the routine misuse of harsh chemicals - regardless

of the container in which the bees are housed. Whether Honey

you keep one hive or many, they are each special and the s
decision to keep bees is one which necessitates initiative, Bee Supp“es

responsibility, leadership and flexibility. Working within
one’s own local, regional and national community is
beneficial — especially if you and your bees can assist in
establishing quality food production and the production
of medicinal apicultural products including honey, local
pollen, royal jelly, bee brood and beeswax.

1 would like to thank my friend and one of my many
mentors — Al Summers of Ichiban Honey Co. for his
dedication and fortitude to sharing quality beekeeping
management and advancement. He is one of Colorado’s

Frankie and Cynthia Spradlin
www.millstonehoneyfarm.com

740.226.1085 - 740.222.7947 (cell)

2010 SPRING PRICES

HARDEMAN APIARIES

PHONE 912.583.2710
FAX 912.583.4920 906 South Railroad Ext. * P.O. Box 214 « MT. VERNON, GA 30445
ITALIAN QUEENS & PACKAGES
QUEENS PKGS. 1-9 10-24 25-99 100-UP
1-9...$14.50 #3 $61.00 $59.00 $57.00 $55.00
10-24...$13.00 #4 $68.00 $66.00 $64.00 $62.00
25&up...$12.75 NO NUCS THIS SEASON
RUSSIAN HYBRID QUEENS & PACKAGES
QUEENS PKGS. 1-9 10-24 25-99 100-UP
1-9...%17.00 #3 $64.00 $62.00 $60.00 $58.00
10-24...$15.25 #4 $71.00 $69.00 $67.00 $65.00
25&up...$15.00 NO NUCS THIS SEASON
MARK...81.25 CLIP...$1.25

Pick-ups are welcome. Yearly inspected by The Department of Agriculture. Package and Queen prices do not include
postage. All shipments must be paid in full before we ship. No payment may cause delays in your shipping. All postal
claims are to be made by customer. Hardeman Apiaries are not responsible. We accept all major credit cards.

All packages shipped past zone 4 are not insured. Postal service will not insure packages past zone 4.Zone 5 package
customers should call our office. Queens can be shipped to most U.S. States.

Amount, Description
Price @ Total
Name Address
Phone # Desired Shipping Date
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